
 

The coming health crisis: Indirect health effects of global climate change

   
   
   
Abstract:

Global climate change threatens the health of hundreds of millions of people. While much has been written
about the direct impacts of climate change on health as a result of more severe storms, more intense heat
stress, changes in the distribution of infectious disease, and reduced air quality, we are concerned that the
indirect impacts of a disrupted climate system may be orders of magnitude more important in terms of the
human suffering they cause. Because these indirect effects will result from changes in biophysical systems,
which are inherently complex, there is significant uncertainty about their magnitude, timing, and location.
However, the uncertainty that shrouds this issue should not be cause for complacency; rather it should
serve as an organizing principle for adaptation to its ill effects.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3042309   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security,
Glacier/Snow Melt, Human Conflict/Displacement, Human Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Sea Level
Rise, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Ozone

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Wildfires

Food/Water Quality: Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): Water temperature

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Geographic Location:  

Author(s): Myers SS, Bernstein A
Year: 2011

Journal: F1000 Biology Reports. 3: 3
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resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Respiratory Effect, Other Health Impact

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, General Infectious Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Respiratory Effect: Other Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Condition (other) : Acute respiratory infections

Other Health Impact: Heat stress

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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